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EMIGRATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

JULY 16, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk80250054]EMIGRATION CANYON FIRE STATION
5025 EMIGRATION CANYON ROAD
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

AND ZOOM


	Regular Meeting	


Board Members in Attendance:  David Bradford – Chair, Mark Stevens – Co-Chair, Brent Tippets—Co-Chair
 
Ex Officio: Eric Hawkes—District Manager, Don Barnett—Barnett Intermountain Consulting


David Bradford called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.





1.	Consent Approval - Minutes for June 11, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk218349105]MOTION: Brent Tippets made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2026, Board Meeting as written.  David Bradford seconded the motion.

VOTE: Unanimous in favor of the motion. 
[bookmark: _Hlk47440513][bookmark: _Hlk534918797]



2.	Financial Considerations and Report



Mr. Hawkes reviewed the monthly financial report.  There were no concerns from the board members.  

2026 2nd Quarter Transparency Report

Mr. Hawkes presented the 2nd Quarter Transparency Report.  There were no comments or concerns.  He will submit the report to the State Auditor’s Transparency Website.




3.	Alternative Wastewater Systems


A.  6342 E Lefthand Fork Lane—SLCo Health Dept—permitted (MBR).  

The Board discussed alternative wastewater treatment systems and whether the district should formally express support for their use in the canyon.  Board members generally support these systems as an environmentally beneficial alternative to conventional septic systems. Because regulation and permitting of these systems falls under the Salt Lake County Health Department rather than the water district, the district does not approve individual systems. The Board discussed providing letters of general support when requested, stating that the district supports alternative wastewater systems outside of drinking-water source protection areas and subject to applicable county approval. The Health Department has approved the MBR system for a home at 6342 E Lefthand Fork Lane. 



B. 3858 E Sunnydale Lane—Membrane Bioreactor System (MBR) permit update. 

The Board also reviewed the previously installed alternative wastewater system at Diane Anderson’s property on Sunnydale Lane. The original system had been removed after complications with the county approval process, although the system itself had been functioning. The manufacturer has since improved the technology with additional filtration and has offered to donate the replacement system and reinstall it essentially at cost, with the district responsible for expenses related to installation, travel, plumbing, and associated work. Diane Anderson remains willing to proceed, and the county permitting process is being coordinated. Board members expressed support for the additional expenditure, noting both the district’s previous commitment to the project and the value of demonstrating a technology that could benefit the canyon in the future. 



4.	Water System Report—System Consumption Report—Don Barnett
	

The water-use report showed that water was supplied from Upper Freeze Creek Well and Well Number 1. Two new connections were added during the month. June water use increased from May, as expected, but remained below historical summer averages. When adjusted for the number of connections, June usage was substantially below the median despite warm and dry conditions. The Board noted that residents appear to be voluntarily conserving water and allowing lawns and landscaping to brown rather than heavily irrigating. 

Monitor Well Level Report

Data from the monitor wells was reviewed.  The Board discussed whether continued monitoring remains necessary now that the data has demonstrated that district pumping and private wells along the creek are not adversely affecting the aquifers.  Members agreed that monitoring approximately three times per year remains valuable because it provides objective long-term data for residents, helps distinguish individual pump problems from aquifer problems, and would identify future impacts.


5.	Maintenance and Repairs
A.  918 Pinecrest Canyon—Meter Location and New Connection
Mr. Hawkes reported that the meter at 918 Pinecrest had been successfully located. 
B.  Water System Sampling Sites and Water Provided for Pinecrest Restroom Cleaning
The Board also discussed improving the district’s water-sampling locations. Currently, samples are often collected from residential hose bibs, which can create problems with frozen taps, flushing, and obtaining representative samples. Staff proposed gradually installing dedicated locked yard hydrants at selected standby-meter locations throughout the system. Approximately five to eight sites may ultimately be desirable, with installations estimated at roughly a few thousand dollars each depending on site conditions. Mr. Hawkes will ask the district’s water-testing contractor to recommend priority sampling areas before proceeding. These sites would not replace the required indoor sampling used for lead and copper testing. 
The Board revisited the possibility of providing district water to the Pinecrest restroom facility. The city has expressed a need for water so the restrooms can be properly cleaned, and a water connection could potentially also support a public drinking fountain or bottle-filling station for cyclists and other canyon users. Previous discussions had stalled while awaiting confirmation that a water installation would be permissible under the Open Lands agreement associated with the property. Mr. Hawkes will again contact Open Lands to resolve that question and will gather additional information about the type of connection needed, anticipated costs, and whether the city and district should share those costs. The matter will return to the Board next month for further discussion. 
C. Brigham Fork Well Repair/Alternative Water Source Options
An update was provided on the Brigham Fork Well and efforts to have driller Alan Lang evaluate possible rehabilitation.  Mr. Lang, who originally drilled the well, has agreed to attend the next Board meeting to discuss options and costs. Access for a drilling rig may require partial disassembly of the well house and modifications around the site. Possible approaches include using specialized tools to grab, twist, and remove the obstruction or using an overshot method around the casing to remove sections. The Board emphasized that it needs enough information regarding feasibility, hourly costs, likely duration, and risks to make a decision rather than leaving the issue unresolved. Mr. Lang is expected to attend the next meeting. 



6.	Any Items for Discussion from Board and/or from Visiting Public, Dismiss Public


During public comment, Steve noted that the additional expenditure for the Sunnydale alternative wastewater project and possible water-sampling infrastructure may require revisions to the capital budget. The Board noted that none of the approximately $115,000 budgeted for capital improvements had yet been spent. Some of that funding had originally been contemplated for telemetry improvements and work on the Well No. 2 building, neither of which has moved forward, potentially leaving funds available for these other projects. Another visitor, Alex Waldrop, briefly presented information about residential solar panels, discussing environmental benefits, energy independence, and potential long-term financial savings.  


The regular meeting of the Emigration Improvement District adjourned at 7:51 p.m.
 






______________________________________________________

Minutes Approved











