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EMIGRATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 19, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk80250054]EMIGRATION CANYON FIRE STATION
5025 EMIGRATION CANYON ROAD
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

AND ZOOM


	Regular Meeting	


Board Members in Attendance:  David Bradford – Chair, Mark Stevens – Co-Chair, Brent Tippets—Co-Chair
 
Ex Officio: Eric Hawkes—District Manager, Jeremy Cook—Legal Counsel, Don Barnett—Barnett Intermountain Consulting


David Bradford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.



1.	Consent Approval - Minutes for January 22, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk218349105]MOTION: Brent Tippets made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2026, Board Meeting as written.  David Bradford seconded the motion.

VOTE: Unanimous in favor of the motion. 
[bookmark: _Hlk47440513][bookmark: _Hlk534918797]



2.	Financial Considerations and Report



Mr. Hawkes reviewed the monthly financial report.  There were no concerns from the board members.  

3.	Juniper Ridge Subdivision (5 lots) off Pinecrest Canyon Rd--Update



Mr. Hawkes gave a brief update on the proposed Juniper Ridge Subdivision in Pinecrest Canyon.  The project has progressed through various stages and is now moving closer to implementation.  Mr. Hook from the audience received clarification that individual septic systems would be regulated by the health department rather than the district.  The development has reportedly been reviewed by engineers, with water infrastructure plans approved and flow requirements verified. 




4.	Quickbooks Desktop Converted to Quickbooks Online



Mr. Hawkes stated that he has transitioned from desktop to online QuickBooks, which was completed successfully. While the conversion process itself was manageable, he noted that the new system has a different interface and requires adjustment, including training to become familiar with its layout and functionality. 



5.	Water System Report—System Consumption Report—Don Barnett
	A. Monitor Well Level Report


Don Barnett reported back from a water users meeting where the overall outlook for water in the region had been very concerning. He said discussions about the Colorado River and Great Salt Lake were increasingly negative, with ongoing disagreements between states and worsening supply conditions, making the overall situation “dour.”
He then presented local water data showing that although the number of water connections had increased significantly since 2009, total water use had stayed relatively stable and per-connection usage had actually decreased, which was viewed as encouraging. This suggested that conservation had kept pace with growth.
Monitor Well Levels

Monitoring well data showed generally stable groundwater levels over the long term, with no evidence that the aquifer had been overdrawn. Some short-term fluctuations appeared to be influenced by precipitation and gaps in measurements, but overall trends remained fairly flat, suggesting that current water usage is not overtaxing the groundwater supply. 



Water Supply Outlook

March 1 report 

Despite stable local usage, the broader water supply outlook raised serious concerns. Reports from recent regional water meetings indicated worsening conditions, particularly due to extremely low snowpack levels—near or at historic lows—which are critical for sustaining streamflow during late summer months. While total precipitation is close to normal, much of it has fallen as rain rather than snow, meaning there is little stored water in the mountains to feed streams later in the year. Forecasts suggest that streamflow in key areas, such as Emigration Creek, could be as low as 20–30% of normal. Soil moisture levels are currently good due to rainfall, and groundwater levels have shown some recovery, but this does not fully offset the lack of snowpack. Overall water availability for the coming season was expected to be very weak.




6.	Maintenance and Repairs
A.  Well #2 Discharge Pipe Repair
Mr. Hawkes reported on a small repair on a well discharge pipe that had come loose underground. The issue caused water to surface and look like a leak, leading to public calls. Crews dug up the affected section and reconnected the pipe, resolving the problem. 

B.  Well #2 Turbidity Test Results Update

Well #2 passed the turbidity test and is operational for the water system.  

C.  Brigham Fork Well Repair 

Mr. Barnett stated that they are trying to find a drilling contractor for the Brigham Fork well project, but progress has been slow. The most promising driller has not purchased the equipment needed and is still not available. Lang has shown interest before but previously backed out after trying unsuccessfully to secure a rig.  Jason Lamb, would be interested in the project if he has access to a suitable rig, and he is open to being considered for other nearby well projects as well.  There is concern that it may be harder to find available drillers this year due to widespread water shortages increasing demand for drilling services. Despite the uncertainty, they are continuing to pursue options and hope to make a decision soon.





7.	Any Items for Discussion from Board and/or from Visiting Public, Dismiss Public



An audience member, Ryan Leick, gave an update.  It has been over five years since he submitted a permitted use application for his Freeze Creek property, and he is still waiting for a final decision. Some progress has been made—conservation projects like stream structures were approved, and he obtained a stream alteration permit to address erosion issues—but other proposals remain undecided.  


Steve Hook from the audience asked if there was a chance that the canyon could be put under state mandated water restriction.  Mr. Barnett responded that there is currently no clear indication that the state will mandate water reductions for individual users. There are some potential concerns on the horizon, including environmental actions related to the Great Salt Lake, such as species protection or ongoing lawsuits that could push the state toward stricter water management policies.  However, those with very early priority rights, such as an 1872 claim, would likely be among the last affected if reductions were imposed. Overall, while some localized restrictions like watering schedules or usage limits may occur, especially in regulated systems, widespread mandated reductions are not currently in place.  Mr. Hook also asked what the water system’s maximum capacity is.  The response is that they do not currently see a capacity problem. They believe that if shortages ever occurred, they could add another well. They emphasize that their responsibility is to provide water and maintain enough infrastructure to meet peak demand.  They would analyze peak-day water demand, compare it to system capacity, and potentially charge new development proportionally to fund future infrastructure (like drilling new wells).  Finally, they agree to gather more data on peak demand and system capacity and report back at the next meeting.


The Board agreed to reschedule the next meeting to be held on April 23rd to accommodate member availability.  


Brent Tippets mentioned that he was reviewing plans for an alternate septic system in the Oaks.  The Board clarified that the district does not have authority over individual septic or alternative septic systems. Those systems are handled and approved by the county health department.




The regular meeting of the Emigration Improvement District adjourned at 7:47 p.m.
 






______________________________________________________

Minutes Approved











